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Lige Dunaway, DDS is a long-term resident of Lafayette, Louisiana with
extensive experience in supporting patients acrossa wide range of
GeneralDentistry, Orofacial Pain,and Dental SleepMedicine. His credentials
include double board certification by the American Board of Orofacial Pain and
American Academy of Dental Sleep Medicine and recently was awarded
Fellowship into the American Academy of Orofacial Pain. Dr.Dunaway has
lecturedin Louisiana and Texas at various stateand local dentalorganizations. In
his spare time, he spends time with his wife and family cooking, hiking, boating,
and hunting.

No conflicts of interest to disclose.

Emily Kahnert, PT, DPT, PhD, CCTT is a physical therapist and clinical faculty at
the University of Minnesota (UMN) in the School of Dentistry’s TMD, Orofacial
Pain and Dental Sleep Medicine Clinic and in the Division of PT. She completed
her DPT at the UMN, where her interest in treating performing artists led her to
pursue specialty work with orofacial pain. She has practiced exclusively serving
populations with orofacial pain in multidisciplinary settings for nineteen years.
She earned her Certified Cervical and Temporomandibular Therapist
designation through the Physical Therapy Board of Craniofacial and Cervical
Therapeutics in 2019 and earned her PhD at the UMN in 2024 studying
telerehabilitation for individuals with TMD. 

No conflicts of interest to disclose.

TMD Workshop faculty member

Steven Bender, DDS is a Clinical Associate Professor at Texas A&M College of
Dentistry in Dallas Texas. He is a Diplomate of the American Board of Orofacial
Pain and has earned Fellowships in the American Academy of Orofacial Pain, the
American Headache Society, and the American College of Dentists. He earned
his Doctor of Dental Surgery degree from Baylor College of Dentistry in Dallas,
Texas in 1986 and studied orofacial pain and temporomandibular disorders at
the Parker E Mahan Facial Pain Center at the University of Florida College of
Dentistry, Gainesville Florida from 1998 to 2000. Since that time, his practice has
been limited to the diagnosis and management of orofacial pain and sleep
disorders. In 2024, Dr. Bender was appointed as an Associate Editor of
CRANIO® The Journal of Craniomandibular & Sleep Practice.

No conflicts of interest to disclose.



Seema Kurup, MDS, MS, FAAOP, FAAOM is an Associate Professor and Chair of
the Division of Oral Medicine and Orofacial Pain at the University of Connecticut
School of Dental Medicine. Dr. Kurup is a Diplomate of the American Board of
Orofacial Pain and a Fellow of the American Academy of Oral Medicine with
experience in practicing as an educator and clinician in different countries; from
Far east to Middle east countries, India and in the US. At the University of
Connecticut, she leads the Orofacial Pain didactic & clinical curricula for pre
doctoral students and residents at the school. She is a Clinical Member of
Connecticut Comprehensive Pain center, Co-investigator in a RO1 NIDCR research
on Temporomandibular Disorders, a Dental School senator, a peer reviewer for
multiple high-impact factor journals and she has a faculty practice where she
manages patients with Orofacial Pain, TMD and Obstructive Sleep Apnea.

Conflict of Interest Disclosure: Fellow and council member of the AAOP 

Daniele Manfredini, DDS, MSc, PhD achieved the Diplomate Status from the
American Board of Orofacial Pain in 2021. Daniele Manfredini has been Assistant
Professor at the TMD Clinic, Department of Maxillofacial Surgery, University of
Padova, Italy. He has served as Professor at the School of Dentistry, Department
of Medical Biotechnologies, University of Siena, Italy, and authored more than 310
papers in the field of bruxism, orofacial pain, and temporomandibular disorders.
He is Member and Coordinator of the Bruxism Consensus Panel within the
International Association for Dental Research, which works on the updated
definition and classification strategies for bruxism.

No conflicts of interest to disclose.

Mariona Mulet, DDS, MS is an orofacial pain specialist in St Paul, MN. She is a
Fellow of the American Academy of Orofacial Pain (AAOP), a Diplomate of the
American Board of Orofacial Pain (ABOP) and of the American Board of Dental
Sleep Medicine (ABDSM). She provides clinical patient care as an orofacial pain
specialist at Health Partners Dental group in Minnesota and is the Associate
Program Director of the Orofacial Pain Graduate Program at the University of
Minnesota School of Dentistry. After three years of practicing general dentistry in
Barcelona, Spain, she joined and completed the Orofacial Pain residency program
and Master's in Science degree at the University of Minnesota School of Dentistry
in 2003. She has dedicated her career to the field of Orofacial Pain since then. 

No conflicts of interest to disclose.



Jeffrey Okeson, DMD is Professor and Dean of the University of Kentucky
College of Dentistry. He founded in the College's Orofacial Pain Program in
1977. Dr. Okeson has more than 260 publications and addition to two
major textbooks. Dr. Okeson is a very sought after lecturer on the subject
of TMD and orofacial pain and has presented more than 1350 invited
lectures on the subjects of TMD and orofacial pain in all 50 United States
and in 61 different countries. 

No conflicts of interest to disclose.

Daniela Vivaldi, DDS, ABOP is a Clinical Associate at Duke University and
practices at Duke Innovative Pain Therapies, where she specializes in orofacial
pain and obstructive sleep apnea. She is a Diplomate of both the American Board
of Orofacial Pain and the American Board of Dental Sleep Medicine. She is also a
Fellow of the American Academy of Orofacial Pain. Dr. Vivaldi earned her DDS
from the University of Campinas (UNICAMP) in Brazil and completed her
residency in Orofacial Pain at the Adams School of Dentistry at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She later completed postdoctoral training in Clinical
Pharmacology through a joint program at Duke and UNC-Chapel Hill. She is
currently a research collaborator at Duke’s Center for Translational Pain
Medicine, where she is involved in a study using scRNA-seq to examine biological
mechanisms in TMD.

No conflicts of interest to disclose.


